Name:_______________________


  Date:_______

Africa Literature Circle Choice Packet, Winter ‘08
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After reading through all of the choices, list your top THREE choices by title below:

1) __________________________________

2) __________________________________

3) __________________________________

NOTE:  If you choose Dream Freedom, a parent’s signature is required here (see note in book description below): 

Signature:__________________________   Printed name:_______________________

----------------------------------------- THE CHOICES: -------------------------------------------

Sci-Fi, futuristic






Choice #:____

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm  
by Nancy Farmer 

	Overview/Synopsis:


Reading level – high, but active plotline may make it a bit easier.
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Publisher Comments: General Matsika's children steal out of the house on a forbidden adventure--and disappear. In Zimbabwe, in the year 2194, the children's parents call in Africa's most unusual detectives--the Ear, the Eye and the Arm--who have powers far beyond those of other human beings. The children must avoid the evils of the past, the technology of the future, and a motley assortment of criminals in order to return home safely. 1995 Newbery Honor Book; ALA Notable Book; ALA Best Book for Young Adults.* 

Synopsis: 
This futuristic tale, which is set in Zimbabwe in the year 2194, centers on Tendai (age 13), Rita (age 11), and Kuda (age 4), the children of the very strict General Matsika. One day, tired of living within the confines of their father's rules, they sneak out of the house, and are promptly, kidnapped. Determined to get them back home, General Matsika hires the Ear, the Eye, and the Arm--three nuclear-mutated detectives whom he hopes will be able to use their unusual powers to track down his children. Meanwhile, Tendai, Rita, and Kuda have a series of amazing adventures--all of which keep them always just out of reach of the Ear, the Eye, and the Arm. A combination adventure story and science fiction tale, THE EAR, THE EYE AND THE ARM is a 1995 Newbery Honor Book.*

Over for more choices

Modern Slavery & Civil Conflict



Choice #:____

Dream Freedom  
by Sonia Levitin 

	Overview/Synopsis:
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Reading level – medium, but with mature issues (see teacher’s note below).  

Publisher Comments: Slavery still exists in some parts of the world, even in the year 2000. In Sudan, tens of thousands of men, women, and children of the Dinka and Nuba tribes are regularly captured, taken from their homes and families, and forced into hard labor. Based on a true story and real-life contemporary events, this novel tells how a group of students in Denver, Colorado, learns of the atrocities in Sudan, and how they begin to make a difference-raising money to "redeem" slaves and educating others about this dire situation. Award-winning author Sonia Levitin juxtaposes the safe and secure world of an American [fifth grade] classroom with the severe hardship of the Dinka people, making Dream Freedom a book that will raise consciousness around the world. 

Synopsis: 
Based on a true story and real-life events, this novelization explores present-day slavery in the Sudan, and tells how a group of students in Denver, Colorado, learns of the atrocities and how they begin to raise money to "redeem" slaves and educate others about the situation. 

TEACHER’S NOTE:  We chose this powerful book because it deals with important current events, but it contains a few short moments that may be viewed as mature in nature.  The book was written for 10-12 year olds, and while it is not graphic in its descriptions, there are scenes in which the brutality of slavery is evident.  Readers will likely ask important but difficult questions related to events in the book.  This group may receive additional attention from the teachers if needed.  A parent’s initials in the space provided at the top of this packet are required for a child to read this book.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  Apartheid was the system of minority white (formerly colonial) rule over indigenous black and other non-white inhabitants of South Africa for generations.  It was overturned in the 1990’s, and the country has been working to renew itself ever since.   The following books teach us about the struggles and victories of the South African people during Apartheid and beyond…
Apartheid-era South Africa/racial divisions
Choice #:____

Journey to Jo’Burg  (banned in South Africa until 1991)
by Beverly Naidoo 

	Overview/Synopsis:


Reading level – less challenging
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Publisher Comments:

If only Mma was here, Naledi wished over and over. . .

Mma lives and works in Johannesburg, far from the village thirteen-year-old Naledi and her younger brother, Tiro, call home. When their baby sister suddenly becomes very sick, Naledi and Tiro know, deep down, that only one person can save her. Bravely, alone, they set off on a journey to find Mma and bring her back. It isn't until they reach the city that they come to understand the dangers of their country, and the painful struggle for freedom and dignity that is taking place all around them. 

Turn to the next page for more…

Apartheid-era South Africa/racial divisions
  Choice #:____

Chain of Fire  (follow-up to Journey to Jo’Burg, but can be read independently )
by Beverly Naidoo 

	Overview/Synopsis:


Reading level – medium/less-challenging
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Publisher Comments: The South African government is forcing Naledi and the other villagers to move to a new location: a "homeland" of iron huts and barren soil. And it seems that no one is willing to resist. 

No one, that is, except Naledi's friend Taolo, whose family has often spoken out against apartheid. Taolo gives Naledi the strength to fight, and with his help, she and her schoolmates organize an anti-removal march through the village. But the right of free expression is not a liberty granted to the young protesters, and the police instigate a reign of terror on the villagers. Naledi and Taolo's chain of fiery resistance cannot be broken, though. With each new crisis, it grows ever stronger and burns ever brighter. 

Post-Apartheid South Africa/racial divisions
  Choice #:____

No Turning Back  by Beverly Naidoo 

	Overview/Synopsis:


Reading level – medium/less-challenging
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Publisher Comments: Escaping from his violent stepfather, twelve-year-old Sipho heads for Johannesburg, where he has heard that gangs of children live on the streets. Surviving hunger and bitter-cold winter nights is hard, but learning when to trust in the ‘new' South Africa proves even more difficult. 

No Turning Back appeared on the short list of both the Guardian and Smarties book prizes on the United Kingdom.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Civil Conflict/Immigration
                                     Choice #:____

The Other Side of Truth  by Beverly Naidoo 

	Overview/Synopsis:


Reading level – medium

Publisher Comments: 

When Nigeria's corrupt military government kills their mother, twelve-year-old Sade and her brother Femi think their lives are over. Out of fear for their safety, their father, an outspoken journalist, decides to smuggle the children out of Nigeria and into London, where their uncle lives. But when they get to the cold and massive city, they find themselves lost and alone, with no one to trust and no idea when -- or if -- they will ever see their father again.

The Other Side of Truth is a gripping adventure story about courage, family, and the power of truth. 

Publishers’ comments and synopses from Powell’s Books at www.powells.com, 12/30/04

For our Africa unit, students may choose from the list of books below.  PLEASE read over this packet with your parent(s).


Everyone must read one of the books listed.  You may opt to read others afterwards, on your own.


Approx. 2-3 weeks will be allocated for this activity, but more time will be given on a case-by-case basis as needed. 


 Students should indicate their 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices on the lines below, after reading through the choices below.


The teachers will then assign titles based on the number of students requesting each title, the academic & social dynamics of groups, etc.    


Further explanation will be given in class, so listen carefully.


Your choices are DUE on Monday, 1/7/08.  If you miss that date, a book will be assigned to you.























